St. Rose of Lima Council #14297

The Rose

I want to thank the Knights for the marvelous
Mothers’ Day Brunch. | spent the morning getting all
sorts of compliments ! You have started a great tradi-
tion in support of the family life of Saint Rose. My spe-
cial gratitude goes to those brothers who show up and
make great things happen. That spirit of generous ser-
vice makes us the community we are. The Brunch fol-
lowed that success of the Father daughter dance. One
little girl said to her Dad, “You always go out with my
brother, but today | feel special.”

Please do some planning ahead to make the
Saint Rose Men’s Retreat at Loyola. Jack Sahm does a
fine job recruiting among the Knights. If you try this re-
treat once, you will want to make it a regular part of
your year. Increase the peace in your life, lower your
blood pressure and discover that strength which comes
from giving some quality time to the Lord.

| do look forward to the Knights beginning a
women’s group. Early on in my ministry | learned that |
did not have the gift of being able to organize a dance
or major social events. | bow to those women who have
the gift. Saint Rose could use a few more social events.

May the Lord Bless You, Msgr. Paul
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Brothers and families,

Praise God for the awesome display of life and
diversity unfolding around us as spring goes into full
glory. The fading of the early flowers only reminds us
of the fragility of our life here on earth and the unfold-
ing of the May and June flowers gives us a hint of the
glory that is to come. For the Council, June promises to
be a little less busy and more fun as we finish our Co-
lumbian Year Council work and just enjoy our families
and the warming season.

May was perhaps our busiest month ever. We
started off by assisting David Marshall and his Plant
Sale team in a successful, if not wet, event. Jack
McKinney then coordinated a Togo mission drive. On
the 9" Matt Mullock coordinated a reception following
the 1% communion mass for our youth. For us Knights,
on the 10", the Knights (Steve Pope) and his team of
many Knights hosted a Mother’s Day Brunch in the PC
after the 8:45 and 11:15 Masses. The event was well
received and much appreciated by the mothers and
families of St. Rose. On 15--17 May David Marshall,
Marie, Myself and Beth represented the Council at the
111™ State Convention. We did behave ourselves for
the most part and the Council received two major state
wide awards for our newsletter “The Rose” and our
website. We have Jack McKinney and Pat O’Reilly to

( Continued on page 9)
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St. Rose Of Lima

Council #14297
11701 Clopper Road
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Jack McKinney, Newsletter Editor
Jackie.McKinney @mwaa.com

Your Officers and Committee Chairs
2008-2009 Fraternal Year

Chaplain........c.cccooeinn. Msgr. Paul Dudziak
Associate Chaplain Rev.... ............... Vacant
Grand Knight.............oo Stan Fisher
Deputy Grand Knight.............. David Marshall
Chancellor...........c.cooounee. Chuck McCollum
Warden........c.ooooviiiiiiin. Jack McKinney
Financial Secretary..................... Andrew Au
Recorder..........coooviiiiiiiiinns Matt Mullock
Treasurer......ocooveiiiiiieieieea, Ty Larson
Advocate..........ccoviiiiiiii, Frank Covielllo
Inside Guard.................... Michael Naughton
Outside Guard........................ Joseph Puleo
3-Year Trustee.................. Bruce Alexander
2-Year Trustee............c.cooeienn. Rene Sorra
1-Year Trustee...................... Carl Paperiello
Lecturer.......coooeviiinninnnnn. Kevin O’Keefe
Committees
Program Director................... David Marshall
Church......ccoooiiii Vacant
CouncCil.....cooviiiiiiiii Karl Krichbaum
Community........ocoeviiiiiiiiin, Jack Sahm
Family........coooii Frank Avenilla
Youth. ..o Steve Pope
Sick & Distressed............... Chuck McCollum
Membership
o Admissions............oceeiiinn. Mike Cheok
e Recruitment.................... Jack McKinney
e Retention........................ David Marshall
Pro-Life Couple............. Dennis/Karen Mallen
Squires Chief Counselor
Newsletter..............coooiieni . Jack McKinney
Webmaster............ooooiiiinn Pat O'Reilly
Delegate.........coovviiiiinn.n David Marshall
Delegate 1st Alternate........... Karl Krichbaum
Delegate 2nd Alternate..................... Vacant

Member Benefits
Financial Benefits Advisor...Pat McAleer, PGK
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SUPREME COUNCIL NEWS
Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight

The Catholic Response

As modern secularism leads to self-destruction, Catholics must work to
build a new culture of life.

Christopher Dawson, who served as the first Chauncey Stillman Chair of Ro-
man Catholic Studies at Harvard University more than 50 years ago, observed,
“Human nature always retains its spiritual character.... If it were to lose this, it
must lose itself and become the servant of lower powers, so that a secular civili-
zation...inevitably leads to nihilism and to self-destruction.” He continued, “If we
look at the world today in isolation from the past and the future, the forces of
secularism may seem triumphant. This, however, is but a moment in the life of
humanity, and it does not possess the promise of stability and perma-

nence” (Dawson, The Formation of Christendom, 37).

These words were written at the height of the Cold War, when the forces of
militant atheism appeared in many ways to be gaining the upper hand.

They are worth recalling today, as we seem to be entering a new period of
secularism. In an April 13 cover story titled “The End of Christian America,”
Newsweek magazine made much of a recent survey that found the percentage

( Continued on page 10)
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We have just returned from the exciting 111th Maryland
State Convention. A special thank you to all who had any
part in this most productive weekend and special kudos to
all the Councils who received awards and recognition and
to those who participated in the Surge with Service Pro-
grams. We were told that this Convention was one of the
Best

Ever!! The highlight, of course, was the Convention Mass
on Saturday afternoon celebrated by State Chaplain Fr.
Donald Grzymski, and concelebrated by several Associate
Chaplains assisted by our Deacons.

A special thanks to Chairman John Trainor and his

( Continued on page 10)
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Membership/1st.2nd,3rd
Degrees
Contact Mike Cheok

(301)916-9787 or
Mcstone87@verizon.net.

Congratulations to Bob Mur-
phy as the newest 1st De-
gree to our council.

1st Degree
June 16, Fr. Rosensteel Council,
Silver Spring, 8 PM

June 22, Prince Georges Council,
College Park, 730

June 25, St. Joseph Manyanet
Council, Rockville, 8 PM

2nd Degree

June 22, Prince Georges Council,
College Park, follows first degree
same day.

3rd Degree
No local 3rd Degrees.

Remember to reach out to the men
of who may be interested in the
Knights but has not been asked.

If there are any Knights who wish to
advance in the degrees listed above
please contact Mike Cheok.

District Deputy Report-
Robert Wesley

Fraternal Benefits
Patrick B. McAleer

Field Agent

A
///// K.,,c CSA, FICF, PGK
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(301)253-3856

THINKING ABOUT A VACATION

No doubt the signs of spring have had
an effect on you. Initially, getting out-
doors is the obvious thing to do. We
start by poking around the garden,
working on the lawn, attending softball
practice, dusting off the grill.

Beneath it all we sense that vacation
time is near. This pleases eveyone. It
doesn't matter whether we are plan-
ning an elaborate vacation or will sim-
ply enjoy the company of family and
friends at home - the feeling is the
same. Vacations are fun.

If we've planned properly, chances are
that some of our hard earned dollars
have been set aside for this occasion.
We recognize that if we plan to spend
money in the pursuit of enjoyment, the
ordinary fixed expenses- mortgages,
utilities, etc.,- must still be paid. So you
need a "vacation fund".

All this makes good sense. The sound-
ness of the idea is obvious. Isn't it
amazing that so many of us see the
wisdom of planning for our vacation
each summer, but fail to plan our long
range vacation - retirement? The gov-
ernment has thought about it and en-
couraged your independence at retire-
ment age. Your place of employment
has probably thought about it and
planned a pension for you.

The only one left is you... it's time you
thought about it.Find out how you can
add to your government and employer
programs an amount sufficient to pro-
vide for you and yours. After all, retire-
ment is the longest vacation you'll ever
take.

Call me today and we'll plan it to-
gether.
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Pro-Life Couple
Dennis/Karen Mallen

A Little Child Shall Lead: 12-Year-Old
Pro-Life Lia Speaks at March for Life

Almost one third of our generation never
made it out of the womb, all those lives are
now gone. All that potential, gone, and all
that hope and future, gone.

OTTAWA (LifeSiteNews.com) — Lia, the

twelve-year-old girl who made headlines
for presenting a pro-life speech in a school
speech competition against tremendous
opposition from her teachers earlier this
year, gave her exceptional oration to the
12,000 strong crowd at the National March
For Life in Ottawa, Canada last week.

Lia, who is from Ontario, adapted her
speech for the March for Life slightly, add-
ing, “Every day, 115,000 are being put to
death through abortion. 115,000. Look
around at this great sea of people. This is
only about 10,000 people. Every two
hours, this amount of children are killed
because of abortion.”

Lia became a household name in the pro-
life world when she was disqualified from a
public speaking contest last February. She
gave her speech anyway, while still being
disqualified, causing one of the judges to
leave the panel before her speech even
began. Controversy among the judges
caused them to reverse their earlier deci-
sion to disqualify Lia and she ended up
winning the contest.

The speech on Parliament Hill was video-
taped by Socon Media. The amateur video
not only shows Lia giving her speech, but
clearly reveals the large size of the crowd,
as well as the difficult weather conditions
experienced by everyone present for the
March for Life. Lia's 8-minute speech was
cheered by the pro-life Canadians on the
Hill, many of whom were delighted to hear
and see this young lady, made internation-
ally famous as a result of the YouTube
video of her original speech, which has
been viewed 650,000 times so far.

“Almost one third of our generation never
made it out of the womb,” Lia said, “all
those lives are now gone. All that potential,
gone, and all that hope and future, gone.”

Lia rhetorically asked the crowd, “Why do
we think that just because a fetus can't
talk, or do what we do, it isn't a human
being yet? Could it be that we only call
them humans if they're wanted?”

“Fetuses are definitely human, knit to-
gether in their mother's womb by their
wonderful creator,” Lia said, referencing
Psalm 139.

Commenting on the legal vacuum sur-
rounding abortion in Canada, Lia said, to
the approval of the crowd, “Some people
might say that since there are no laws
against abortion in Canada, it doesn't mat-
ter any more. The matter's settled, and it's
none of our business. But if an action is
unjust, it should be illegal, and it needs to
be our business.”

“I know some people say, 'the mother has
the right to abort, after all, her life is dra-
matically affected by having a baby,' ” she
said, “but I'm asking you to think about the
child's rights that were never given to it.”

“No matter what rights the woman has it
does not mean we can deny the rights of
the fetus,” Lia stated, eliciting cheers. “We
must remember that with our rights, and
with our choices, comes responsibilities,
and we can't take away someone else's
rights to avoid our responsibilities.”

Next, Lia spoke out against the startling
abortion statistics related to babies with
disabilities, saying, “What doesn't make
sense to me is that on the one hand, we
provide special parking and elevators for
the handicapped, we sponsor the Special
Olympics, speaking of the joy they are to
us and how they inspire us.” She contin-
ued, “But, when we find out that a preg-
nant woman is carrying one of these very
children we counsel her to abort it, not
giving the child a second thought.”

Lia also addressed gender targeted
abortions, specifically the targeting of
women. She said that “in Bombay, out
of 8,000 pregnancy tests which indi-
cated that the baby was female, only
one of the babies lived. As for the rest,
the mother exercised her choice. They
were aborted. Killed.”

Lia then brought up the pro-abortion
arguments that invoke the so-called
“hard cases” - rape and incest. She
responded, “let's look at the facts, only
one percent of abortions are hard-case
categories. This includes rape, incest,
and the life of the mother being in dan-
ger. One percent,” Lia emphasized.
“That hardly justifies the disturbing vol-
ume of abortion that happens these
days.”

Lia ended her speech quoting Dr.
Seuss's book “Horton Hears a Who,”
saying, “even though you can't hear
them, or see them at all, a person's a
person, no matter how small.”

McNamara Chapter
of Grand Knights

President Tom Schneider

The Chapter will meet on the
third Wednesday of each at
the following locations.

June 17 Immaculate Heart of
Mary 9968

These meetings are open to
all Council Members of our
Great constituent Councils.

More news to follow next
month.
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Knights of Columbus

F O U R 1" H
D E G R E E

Patriotic degsree of the Order

Master’s Log

By Sir Knight Charles H.
Smallwood

Archdiocese of Washington Dis-
trict

A few weeks have passed since the
conclusion of the Exemplification of
the Fourth Degree. Lady Nancy and
| have to publicly here say thank you
again to all 12assembilies for their
great support in helping us bring to
the Order new Sir Knights and their
ladies. | am so proud to report that
the final count is in and we exempli-
fied on March 7, 2009 six (6) candi-
dates. Of that number, four (4) were
priest to include the honoree, Bishop
Barry Knestout, one (1) Deacon and
a lay person. We are so thankful to
the members of the Council 9302 St.
Mary’s of the Assumption Council
and Assembly # 3047, Fr. JohnT.
Dewan Assembly for their out-
standing support in providing the
meal for lunch for all those exempli-
fied and those that assisted in mak-
ing the day go so smoothly. A sec-
ond Exemplification Honoring
Archbishop Martin D. Holley was
scheduled on March 22, 2009 at the
University of Maryland College Cen-
ter where | am so pleased to report
that we had a total of 149 candi-
dates that were exemplified. Of that
number, three (3) were priest and
the remainder comprising of quali-
fied third degree Knights to include
Deacons and Seminarians. As of
this date we can report that we have

a total of 155 new Sir Knights exem-
plified in the Fourth Degree of our
Order. We are expecting to have
more Knights to be exemplified in
the Maryland District on April 26,

e S To

2009. Thank you all again for all
you do.

We were involved during April to
bring in spring — A new Beginning.
This included a time for prayer and
reflection, a time for renewal and a
second chance. This brought us to
Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter.
To top it off, winter ended and spring
officially began. In the Pope’s
Easter message, he stated “The
proclamation of the Lord’s Resur-
rection lightens up the dark re-
gions of the world in which we
live. I am referring particularly to
materialism and nihilism, to a vi-
sion of the world that is unable to
move beyond what is scientifi-
cally verifiable, and retreats
cheerlessly into a sense of empti-
ness which is thought to be the
definitive destiny of human life. It
is a fact that if Christ had not
risen; the “emptiness” would be
set to prevail. If we take away
Christ and his resurrection, there
is no escape for man, and every
one of his hopes remains an illu-
sion.” During the month of May |
am asking that you continue to pray
and realize the gift that Christ made
for us so there isn’'t emptiness in our
lives. | am also asking each of you

Columbian Squires: Planning is
still underway to begin the ad-
vertising campaign for the Co-
lumbian Squires program for
the young men of St. Rose. We
are awaiting word back from our
Worthy State Deputy and Su-
preme Council on the final go-
ahead to institute the Circle. As
has been mentioned before, the
Squires program is open to
practical Catholic boys aged 10-
18. This program will provide
some great leadership opportu-
nities for the young men, crea-
tion of fraternal bonds with
other young men that will last a
lifetime, and grounding in the
Catholic Faith that joins us all. If
you have, or know of some
young men who would love to
be a part of something special
within the Parish community,
please let the Chief Counselor,
Mike Lynch, know, or you can
e-mail StRoseS-
quires@gmail.com. This pro-
gram will also provide opportu-
nities for the boys to complete
their community service require-
ments, as well as it will look out-
standing on college applica-
tions!
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Knight’s Service Programs

Program Director’s Report
David Marshall
Program Director

Program Director Report

Congratulations to all who
helped for an incredibly suc-
cessful Mother's Day Brunch.
This was a stress test, gentle-
man, and thanks to Steve Pope
for stepping in to take point, the
Council made a pretty big splash
in the eyes of the Parish.
Thanks also for the help of Dan
Quigley and Dennis Mallen for
having fresh flowers on hand,
proving that a small effort by
many makes a large job look
easy, and that is why we will be
looking for most of the members
to gravitate to an activity cate-
gory to support each program
director as a team. The prospect
of assuming a leading role in
each activity will be far less
daunting. Remember to send in
a check for the Family Baseball
Nite scheduled for June 20th in
Bethesda. The meeting of June
10th is the last meeting to turn-in
a check and avoid mailing to Ty.
DJM-DGK

Family Committee
Frank Avenilla
faven44d@yahoo.com

Many thanks to Frank Avenilla
for being our Family Committee
Chairman. We had many won-
derful activities.

Youth Committee
Steven Pope
smpope2@msn.com

This past month, the Council had
the opportunity to organize and
execute the First Communion re-
ception for the children who re-
ceived their Sacrament on May
9" The Council has also been
serving the youth of the Parish by
coaching the St. Rose T-ball
teams, as well as helping with a
variety of ministries around St.
Rose, including SYG, Religious
Education, and Conquest. While
summer does bring somewhat of
a lull to some of these activities, it
will allow the Council Brothers
who help with these efforts to re-
energize and plan to make these
activities even more successful
when they become more active in
the fall. Please consider spend-
ing some of your time helping
your Council Brothers serve the
youth of St. Rose. Please contact
the Youth Director for the 2009-
2010 Columbian Year, Mike
Lynch, to find the area that may
interest you the most. Our Wor-
thy State Deputy’s motto states:
“We are called to serve. Jesus |
trust in You.” Brothers, how
have you been called to serve
the youth of the parish, and
how have you answered that
call?

Community Committee

Jack Sahm
jacksahm@verizon.net

Jack Sahm will be leading a
group of guys to welcome
home soldiers returning from
Irag/Afpghanistan next week.
Jack will do a mass email to
solidify the date and time/
place we will me.

Thanks Jack for serving as
the councils Community
Committee Chairman.

Council Committee
Karl Krichbaum
marfnkarl@comcast.net

Any ideas for next year for
Council Activities please pre-
pare to present them before
next year’s council.

Church Committee
Vacated

Jack McKinney led a collec-
tion for the TOGO Mission.
This supports Fr. Bill Ryan’s
mission over in Togo, Africa
where our Church has al-
ready been generous in tithes
in which a labor/delivery room
was already built. Nine broth-
ers helped with generous do-
nations. Many thanks to Matt
M., Shawn D., David H.
Teddy C., Rene S., Pat O,,
Frederick V.R., Andrew J..
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REFLECTIONS

Lawrence P. Grayson
A Life Well Lived:

A Remembrance of Msgr.

William F. O’Donnell

Msgr. William F. O’'Donnell, a man devoted
to this nation and resolute in the Faith, led
a life marked by heroic virtue. He consci-
entiously served the country as a soldier,
diplomat and lawyer, and served the
Church as a priest, editor and pastor. On
April 23, 2009, Our Lord called him to ac-
count for his life.

Bill O’'Donnell, the oldest of ten children,
was born in 1922 in Washington, DC.
When he graduated from Georgetown Uni-
versity in 1943, America was at war. He
went to Officers Candidate School, became
a “90-day wonder,” and was assigned as
leader of a rifle platoon in an infantry divi-
sion, which soon was headed for France.

The division’s first task was to relieve a unit
that was battling the Germans. His platoon
was designated to lead the advance. As
the operation began, the Americans came
under enemy artillery fire which resulted in
heavy casualties. At one point, Lt. O’Don-
nell and his company commander were the
only officers with the company — the others
were dead or wounded and evacuated.

In one engagement, three American sol-
diers were wounded and cut off from
O’Donnell’s unit. The lieutenant made sev-
eral trips to carry the men back to safety,
for which he was awarded the Silver Star
for gallantry in action.

After about two weeks, the division was
pulled off the line and moved to Bastogne,
Belgium, where it engaged in fierce fighting
in freezing weather at the Battle of the
Bulge. Lt. O’Donnell was given command
of a special unit, whose mission was to go
out every night, sometimes two or three
times, to capture German soldiers for inter-
rogation. On one occasion, the patrol
tripped a rigged mine killing two men and
wounding two others, including O’'Donnell.

Several months later, he was reassigned
as a general’s aide. In this capacity, he
saw the horrors at various concentration
camps liberated by American troops —
scenes that reinforced his belief in the dig-
nity of human life. In addition to the Silver

Star, now Capt. O’Donnell received two
Bronze Stars for heroism, and two Purple
Hearts.

When he left the military at war’s end, Bill
O’Donnell proceeded into the Foreign Ser-
vice, becoming vice consul of the U.S. Con-
sulate in Hamburg. Then, he returned to
Georgetown to earn a law degree, clerked
for a federal judge, and joined the Depart-
ment of Justice, where he investigated ac-
tivities of Communists in the U.S. He also
had an opportunity to prosecute a case be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court.

In 1957, deciding that the Lord had other
things in mind for him, William O’Donnell
entered Christ the King Seminary and was
ordained in 1962. Two years later, he joined
the Knights of Columbus as a member of
Rock Creek Council, and for the next 45
years, served as the Council’s associate
chaplain, chaplain, and chaplain-emeritus.

In addition to his spiritual guidance, Father
O’Donnell stimulated — sometimes gently,
sometimes with vigor -- many positions and
activities at the Council. When the Council
was debating taking in its first minority mem-
ber, Father let it be known there was no de-
bate, it would be done. When Humanae
Vitae was issued in 1968, a member pro-
posed that the Council go on record against
it. Father said if that were done, he would
petition Supreme to have the Council dis-
solved. This was a priest who lived his Faith
with courage and conviction.

In 1966, Father was appointed editor of The
Catholic Standard, a position he held for 13
years. In 1973, now a monsignor, he wrote
a detailed review from a legal perspective
showing the errors in the Supreme Court’s
ruling in Roe. v. Wade, the decision that
made abortion legal in the United States.
He published it in the Standard, and then
hand-delivered copies to the nine Justices at
the Supreme Court. Monsignor also served
at that time as chaplain for the John Carroll
Society and had sent out invitations to the
Red Mass, the annual liturgy for judges,
lawyers and government officials. He re-
ceived a call the morning after he delivered
the editorial from Chief Justice Warren Bur-
ger saying he would not attend the Mass.
This did not deter Monsignor from standing
by his principles. In 1978, Monsignor was
given the title of Prelate of Honor to His Holi-
ness.

His concern for the unborn was not just rhe-
torical. When he was pastor of Our Lady of
Lourdes, a parishioner ran for the Maryland
House of Delegates. In his campaign litera-
ture, the candidate stated a pro-abortion

position and mentioned that he was a
member of the church’s parish council.
Monsignor had him resign his parish
position, the first time in the Archdio-
cese that a politician had been disci-
plined for espousing views on abortion
contrary to those held by the church.
He also was instrumental in establishing
an organization to pursue legal protec-
tion for the unborn. This eventually
grew into Maryland Right to Life. Mon-
signor’s actions matched his words.

Among other assignments, he served
as pastor of St. Hugh'’s, pastor of Our
Lady of Lourdes, and director of the
Catholic Cemeteries, a position about
which he quipped: “Imagine, at my age |
have more people under me than any
other priest in the diocese.” When he
retired in 2006, he was the oldest priest
in the Archdiocese still in active minis-

try.

In March 2006, Rock Creek Council
held a Testimonial Dinner for Monsignor
to celebrate his retirement. After vari-
ous talks about Monsignor’s life and
contributions, a strange asked to say a
few words. With great emotion, the
man spoke of a few years earlier, when
Monsignor had visited a parishioner in a
local hospital. As Monsignor was leav-
ing, he learned of a woman who was
near death, in distress and in need of
counseling. Although neither the
woman nor her family was Catholic,
Monsignor went to see her. He then
came by every day until she passed
away, providing her great peace and
her family comfort. This priest lived the
Beatitudes.

Monsignor never forgot his military ex-
periences. Until his death, he served as
national chaplain for the Veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge Association, and in
1984 he was inducted into the Officers
Candidate School Hall of Fame at Fort
Benning, GA. A few years ago, in a
Memorial Day interview with The Catho-
lic Standard, he said: “We, the survivors
of the war known as World War Il, and
those who did not survive, are part of a
nation worthy of all of our sacrifices.
May we never fail this great nation, in
war or peace.”

Monsignor, may we never forget you,
who served so well God and country.
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4th Degree Continued

The Grand Knight’s Corner

( Continued from page 5)

to look at all of your programs and ensure that they are
working to grow the Assembly and the Order.

Please take a look at your inner self to see where | am in my
life and how can | make a difference in my family, my
Church, my community and in the Council and Assembly.
With April we began the fourth quarter of the Columbian
Year. | am asking you to include in your time a plan to con-
tinue to implement programs. Institute a plan that will an-
swer the question “How can |, a Sir Knight of the Fourth De-
gree, do more for God, Country, and The Order? How can |
bring new Knights into our Councils?

Please remember in your prayers Past State Deputy J.
Kemp Cook, who returned home to the Lord. SK Cook, a
very musically inclined Knight, was dedicated to God, Coun-
try, Family, and the Order. He was the Director of the AWD
District Choir for many years and was Choir Director Emeri-
tus prior to his home going. To this end and in his honor, |
am pleased to announce that beginning May 1, 2009 the
Fourth Degree District Choir will thereafter be known as the
SK Joseph Kemp Cook District Choir. | am sure he is in
heaven looking down on us praying and singing for us with
his heavenly prayer. May he and all our fallen Sir Knights
rest in peace?

| shall close by saying thank you for all you are doing to pro-
mote the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Re-
member to pray that the Pope’s message of Hope continues
to grow and bear fruit in this troubled world. Remember
also, that May is Mary’s month. Please pray the Rosary as
often as you can with your family, friends and your brother
Knights. In all of your prayer, please always remember
Pope Benedict XVI.

Let's make sure we keep_“Building our Communities
through Service, Charity, Unity and Fraternity.” Also
know we are One Nation Under God, but it does come at
a price. God Bless America and God Bless you and
your families!

( Continued from page 1)

thank, respectively, for those masterpieces, plus all
of the Knights who provided timely inputs on our
thoughts and activities. Again everything we do is a
team effort. On the 17" the Knights (Andy Au)
hosted a 40" anniversary priesthood reception for
Msgr Paul. We also hosted Hospitality on the24™.
On 21 May we held a 1* degree at Mother Seton
Church with McKenna Council. Congratulations to
Bob Murphy, our newest brother Knight. On 29 May
we had our first Charity Golf Tournament at Pooles-
ville Golf Course (Ty Larson). Attendance was mod-
est, but the event was a lot of fun until a spring
storm put a halt to the event. We plan to continue
the event, but we have already raised some needed
funds for an area seminarian. On 31 May, the
Knights supported the St. Rose Pentecost Picnic
team by providing help with setup, cooking, serving
and takedown. The event was enjoyed by all.

Upcoming in June there will be a Lady’s
retreat (5 — 7) in the Loyola Retreat House where
the Knights went this year. Beth will be going.
Please Contact Katherine Heetderks if your wife or
other lady would like to attend. On the 8th Jack
Sahm will be coordinating an Operation Welcome
Home event for our returning troops. On the 10" we
will hold our Council Officer elections for the 2009 —
2010 Columbian year. On the 14™ we will be hosting
the Bloodmobile after masses. On the 20" David
Marshall has arranged a fun evening of food and
enjoyment at a baseball game. Our Council installa-
tion of officers will be on July 25 and we will hold a
Summer Fun Dance (Kevin O’Keefe) on August 15™.
Mark your calendars and come out to help and have
fun.

Coming to the end of my year as Grand
Knight. It has been a pleasure to work with all of the
Knights, their lovely families, and the Parish. | feel
as though we as a group have enhanced and lived
by our Council Values of faith, family, fraternity and
service.

Vivat Jesus,
Stan Fisher
Your Grand Knight
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State Council News Continued

Supreme Council News

( Continued from page 2)

fine committee for making it a most
memorable weekend “Down the
Ocean.” Everything went as
planned.

Special thanks to First Lady
Pat Siejack and her team, Mary
Weber, Josie Boisvert, Jean Or-
lando and Debbie Thomas for en-
tertaining our Ladies.

Congratulations to the new
Grand Knights elected to lead their
Councils during the next fraternal
year. Please respond quickly to
Executive Secretary, Romeo
Gauthier with the list of the newly
elected Council Officers.

Please acknowledge to Paul We-
ber, Secretary to the State Deputy
as to your attending the State Offi-
cers and DD’s

Installation on June 20th and the
District Deputies and Grand
Knights Seminar at Mt. St. Mary’s
University on the weekend of June
26-28. These are very important
follow-ups!

Finally, our Membership and Re-
tention work is never fin-
ished....You must continue to
carry a form #100 with you at all
times, and ask a Catholic man and
his family to join our Order. “The
Journey Continues.”Thanking
you for “Answering a Call to
Serve,” Jesus | Trust in Youl!

Vivat Jesus

( Continued from page 2)

of self-identified Christians has fallen 10
points in the past two decades. Also nota-
ble, according to Newsweek, is that “fewer
people now think of the United States as a
‘Christian nation’ than did so when George
W. Bush was president (62 percent in 2009
versus 69 percent in 2008).”

TheNewsweek article focused mainly on
the concerns of evangelical Christians,
which it said “have long believed that the
United States should be a nation whose
political life is based upon and governed by
their interpretation of biblical and theologi-
cal principles.” The magazine also quoted
several evangelical leaders who now refer
to a post-Christian America.

To say that Catholics historically have
never felt entirely comfortable with the
evangelical idea of a Christian America
would be an understatement. But if Daw-
son is correct that secularism cannot pro-
vide a stable foundation for society, and
American society appears to be rejecting
Protestantism as a foundation, what now is
to be done? Is secularism or evangelical
Christianity the only alternatives for the
future? Can Catholics make a unique con-
tribution to the common good?

For me, the words of Pope John Paul Il
from his great encyclical on life, Evan-
gelium Vitae, remain as relevant today as
when they were written in 1995:

“To all the members of the Church,the peo-
ple of life and for life, | make this most ur-
gent appeal, that together we may offer
this world of ours new signs of hope, and
work to ensure that justice and solidarity
will increase and that a new culture of hu-
man life will be affirmed, for the building of
an authentic civilization of truth and

love” (6, emphasis in original).

Catholics are called to work continually
to build up society, to provide new hope
and to establish a new culture of life.
The key to this, John Paul knew, was
for Catholics to form a strong identity
and to accept “the inescapable respon-
sibility of choosing to be unconditionally
prolife” (28, emphasis in original).

The present situation provides Catho-
lics with an unprecedented opportunity
to help shape the future of our country.
John Adams once said that the U.S.
Constitution “was made only for a moral
and religious people. It is wholly inade-
quate to the government of any other.”
If this remains true, then we must ask
ourselves how Catholics can contribute
to the building up of “a moral and reli-
gious people.”

That answer, John Paul Il reminded us,
begins with a question that still echoes
to us from the very beginning of human
society: “Am | my brother’s

keeper?” (Gen 4:9). The future of soci-
ety depends on how we answer this
primordial question. | believe there are
no men better prepared to do this than
those who live the principles of charity,
unity and fraternity; who by their works
witness to this truth expressed in Evan-
gelium Vitae:

“Yes, every man is his ‘brother’s
keeper,” because God entrusts us to
one another” (19).

Vivat Jesus!
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St. Rose Knights in Action

First Communion helpers—Mr. and Mrs. Maeder, GK
Stan Fisher, Matt Mullock, Andy Au, and Andrew Jo-
seph.

Jerry Hurley behind the scenes on Mothers Day brunch, a first

for the St. Rose Knights.

Mnsr. Dudziak’s 40th year celebration in the priest-
hood. Assisted by Mike Lynch.

New Knight Joseph Teter helping out the plant sale on | The Man usually behind the camera, Jack McKinney, was actu-
a wet Friday morning. ally caught doing work. Of course, Jack the Elder is still talking
while Mike Janus is moving the chairs.
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Indicates Knights Events

June 5-7—Ladies Retreat (K. Heetdirks)

June 8—Operation Welcome Home (BWI-Jack Sahm)

June 10—Business Meeting—ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 8PM
June 14—Blood Drive (S. Fisher)

June 16—1st Degree, Silver Spring (Cheok)

June 20—Family Picnic/Baseball Game (Bethesda-Larson/Marshall)
June 22—1st/2nd Degree, College Park (Cheok)

June 24—Business/Social Meeting

June 25—Assembly Meeting, 4th Degree Only

June 25—1st Degree, Rockville (Cheok)

SK=Sir Knights (4th Degree)
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Indicates Knights Events SK=Sir Knights (4th Degree)

July 8—Business Meeting

July 22—Business Meeting (G. Ambruster will present awards)

July 23—Assembly Meeting, 4th Degree Only—OFFICER ELECTIONS
July 25—Installation of Officers, 5 PM Mass (D. Marshall)
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